
 

 
 

City of Huntington Woods 
Senior Advisory Committee 

Thursday, February 18, 2021 
Minutes 

 
1. Call to order:  Remote meeting called to order at 3:34 p.m. 

 
Present:  Chris Smith,  Lora Frankel, Heidi Coffman, Greg Gmerek, Lenny Newman, 
Melissa Gadd, Recreation Director Tracey Shanley, Outreach Coordinator Jen Furlong, 
Librarian Joanne Johnson, City Manager Amy Sullivan, Recreation Supervisor Colette 
Nutton, Charlie Cavell County Commissioner. 
 
Absent:  None 

 
2. Approval of agenda: Moved by Lora and seconded by Heidi to approve the agenda as 

presented.  Approved unanimously. 
   
3. Approval of minutes of the January 21, 2021 meeting:  Moved by Heidi and seconded by 

Lora to approve the minutes as presented.  Approved unanimously. 
 

4. Oakland County update by County Commissioner Charlie Cavell:  Discussed the 
progression of the COVID vaccine rollout.  It is anticipated that this week there will be 
18,000 doses supplied to Oakland County.  At this time, there are discussions with the 
federal government and the Area Agency on Aging to provide vaccinations to home 
bound seniors much like the flu shots.  There was discussion regarding the Recreation 
Center becoming a distribution center but at this time the available supply is an issue. 

 
5. Review of Committee by-laws and purpose of the Committee: discussion about updating 

the by-laws with a subcommittee identified to discuss considering adding Aging in Place 
and Universal Design to the purpose.  Members of sub-committee: Lora, Heidi, Lenny 
and Greg.  Discussed the process of making changes to the by-laws.    Discussed the 
committee positions: Chair: Lenny Newman, Co Chairs Melissa and Greg, and Secretary 
shared by Chris Smith and Melissa Gadd. 
 

6. Discussion of Committee member interests and strengths for future project 
assignments: went through different interests and specialties of the Committee 
members.  
 

7. Items of Business 



 
A. Senior contact outreach initiative:  Tabled at this time. 

 
B.  UM project reports: No update at this time. 

 
 

8. Project updates 
 

A. Senior/student interactions upcoming programs:  NHS members to create tech 
“cheat sheets” that will be sent to seniors who are interested in the topics.  Four  “in 
person” dates added so that the students will be able to help the seniors further.   
 

B. Older American’s month activities: 5/6 Senior Variety Show, 5/18 City Leaders Meet 
and Greet and 5/26 Senior Artistic Showcase.  Looking forward to socially distanced 
events with the committee in attendance. 
 

C. HARP and concierge program:  There have no requests since the last meeting.  Jen 
has been able to coordinate snow removal for everyone who has called with 
requests.   

 
9. Recreation Department and Library Programming Update:  There are a lot of library 

events coming up this month online with some social distanced programs anticipated in 
the spring like resuming the Monday Lunch Bunch and outdoor blood pressure checks.  
The recreation department talked about the multifaceted ways in which they 
disseminate information, through the city newsletter, the senior newsletter --- 60+ 
Crowd, weekly eblasts through the city and more targeted emails that originate from 
the senior data base.  There is a volunteer who is following up with seniors in order to 
ensure that the most updated information is included in the data base.  Monthly 
birthday cards are being sent and the adopt a grandparent program is up and running.   

 
10. Public Participation: None. 

 

11. Other business:  Colette discussed the different ways that information is disseminated in 
the City in an effort to make sure that everyone is aware of programs and services.  It is 
as follows: City Newsletter historically is mailed out along with being available online 
with the last two months being only online.  There were postcards sent out to provide 
instruction for finding the newsletters along with how to get a hard copy if needed.  The 
60+ Crowd newsletter/resource guide is also mailed out to all residents on a quarterly 
basis with much of the same information.  There is a weekly e-blast through the city for 
all upcoming events and important information along with mailers that are included in 
the water bills.  The recreation center is continuing to update the data base  and has a 
volunteer making calls to seniors to make sure that as many emails as possible are 
gathered.  Emails to targeted seniors are also being sent out with positive responses 
along with Jen updating individuals on a 1:1 basis as appropriate.  Finally, the City web 
page is updated regularly along with the City signs to feature events and programming. 
 



12. Next meeting:  March 18, 2021. 
 

13. Meeting adjourned at 5:05 p.m. 
 

 
 


